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although many were captured. After the main bodies
of mechanized troops had passed, and before the infantry
arrived, the leading authority in each village could have
called for volunteers to carry out the same work of
sabotage behind the German front lines as the Germans
were carrying out behind the French lines. The risks
run while fighting the enemy in this way are probably
no more than the risks run by those citizens who have
fled but who come eventually under German domination.
Reynaud concluded his " France in Danger " speech
with a phrase which reads tragically now : " These two
great peoples," he said, referring to Britain and France,
" these two Empires, cannot be beaten. France cannot
die. As for me, if I were told to-morrow that only a
miracle could save France, I should reply: ' I believe
in miracles because I believe in France/ " France could
have been saved without miracles. She could have
been saved even as late as May 21 by clear thinking
and courageous decisions on the part of the Government.
But, despite Reynaud's firm words, people with vested
interests continued to have a considerable influence ;
working with the peace party, they undermined the
Prime Minister's authority and eventually gained the
upper hand, persuading the Government to ask for
terms in a vain attempt to save something of their bank
balances, their factories, their houses and their family
life. There were many factors contributing to the
capitulation, but one of the principal ones was the
confusion caused by the refugees. The first definite
order that refugees must not block up the roads and